
FROM FR. CHRIS ALIMAJI’S DESK 
Reflections on the Temptation of the Lord 
 
As we arrive at the First Sunday of Lent, Year C, just after Ash Wednesday on our Lenten journey, the Church is 
brought to reflect on the Temptation of the Lord according to St. Luke’s Gospel. Our Bible Readings are from 
Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Romans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13; and Psalm of Praise, 91.  
 
It is very important to reflect on how we got here. The Lord Jesus after his baptism in river Jordan where he was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, was led by the same Spirit into the desert where he fasted and prayed for forty days. He was 
preparing for his mission. Right there he was tempted by Satan. In the power of the Holy Spirit, the Lord Jesus 
resisted the temptations. Our Lenten Season is also for forty days like the Lord did. How do we prepare ourselves for 
ministry? We learn from the Lord that fasting and prayer are very necessary for ministry both before and during. If the 
Lord was tempted, then we too would be tempted. Satan will never be happy to see us succeed in ministry. 
Therefore, to be forewarned is to be forearmed. All who contemplate ministry must be aware of this very important 
point. But the Holy Spirit helps us always. We must pray and call on him for assistance and fortification. As we 
examine the temptations of the Lord Jesus, take some time to examine your own call to ministry and the temptations 
you encounter. How do you fast and how do you pray? Who influences or commands or determines your ministry? 
 
In our 1st Reading today, (Deut. 26:4), Moses gave the Church some outline of our liturgical worship. The 
priest/bishop receives the basket from the people and sets it in front of the altar of the Lord, our God. I believe you 
recognize it. Is that not exactly what we do when the basket of our offertory is brought forward to the altar? And for 
those who no longer come to church worship ion the assembly of God’s people, nor send us their offering envelopes, 
how do they perform theirs? For we are God’s people, the ship of his flock! I love studying the Bible, or listening 
carefully when it is read. It opens my eyes and my heart. Bringing the fruits of your labor is what the Lord asks of you 
through Moses, (cf. Deut. 26:10). For us in this present age and time, it may not be farm produce, or baked bread, 
but envelopes. That is prayer in itself, and act of worship. It is acceptable to the Lord. We know that there are other 
forms of prayer the Christian embarks upon.  “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart…” (Rom 10:8). 
What do we do with the envelopes? We purchase what is needed for our worship celebrations, and attend to all other 
necessities in the Church.  
 
Therefore, just as the 2nd Reading todays says, study and knowledge of the Bible are necessary if we are to love and 
appreciate the Mass. Some few people complain that the Mass is boring to them. I keep wondering if they mean the 
same Mass me and them grew up in. What happened to their eyes and ears? Full participation is different from 
coming for entertainment. Who do they want to give them such entertainment? Is it the priest, ministers, or the choir? 
We all come for worship of God, to call on the name of the Lord, so that we may be saved. When you come, call on 
the name of the Lord in prayer and songs so as to be saved, (cf. Rom 10:13), and the Mass will no longer be boring 
to anyone who worships in full and active participation, (cf. SC 14), according to Vatican II Document on the Sacred 
Liturgy.  
 
What happened to the Lord Jesus in the desert during his temptations is an eye opener to us. We need the help of 
the Holy Spirit. Remember that the devil tempted the Lord after his baptism. In the same way, after you become a 
Christian and commit yourself to come to worship, temptations might also come your way. Notice how the Lord 
defeated Satan. Satan tempted the Lord at 3 levels. Level 1 – Food, appetite, bread, hunger and thirst. 
Level 2 – Power, prestige, position, authority, empty show and empty promises, public exhibitions so as to be seen 
by others as doing something important. The devil uses these to attract and demand our obedience. “All this will be 
yours, if you worship me.” (Lk 4:7). Worship belongs to God alone. Do not worship the devil. Level 3 – We shall not 
obey the devil’s command, or doubt our sonship or closeness to God. We are sons and daughters of God in Christ 
Jesus our Savior. Do not test God to your own detriment.  


